
THE JACKSON FOUNDATION
We Impact People – Who Impact the World

A publication of the Henry M. Jackson Foundation  	    Winter 2025

The University of Washington Center for Human Rights 
(UWCHR), an interdisciplinary collaboration housed 
within the Jackson School of International Studies, was 
created 16 years ago by the Washington State Legislature 
and championed by Peter Jackson.

The Foundation recently continued its financial support 
to UWCHR by making a grant that will provide stipends 
to undergraduate and graduate research assistants. 
UWCHR engages and supervises students to conduct 
policy-oriented research, including filing Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) requests, documenting oral 
histories, and compiling legal documents. These students 
often emerge as leaders in the field, and many credit their 
time at the center as pivotal to their careers.

Rachel Blair, a former UWCHR student researcher, said 
of the experience, “One of the most important things 
I learned as a researcher at UWCHR was how to per-
sistently engage in a long-term process of piecing togeth-
er evidence to craft a cohesive story. In human rights 
work, there is always a story to be uncovered, and you 
never know what its impact can be until you dig deep to 
find the details.”

Washington state law mandates that UWCHR partner 
with front-line community organizations, which pose 
research questions to the center and use its findings 
to support their advocacy. UWCHR faculty and staff 
recruit, train, supervise, and fund students to conduct 
the research. This model ensures that the center focuses 
its efforts on addressing real-world human rights issues.

As an example of the center’s work, its recent report, 
Gross Human Rights Violations in Washington State: 
Enforced Disappearance and Refoulement has been 

receiving media coverage such as this article in The 
Seattle Times. The New York Times also drew on the 
center’s research for its article on ICE detention centers.

And last month, UWCHR released a report that 
prompted policy changes, Leaving the Door Wide Open: 
Flock Surveillance Systems Expose Washington Data 
to Immigration Enforcement. According to The Seattle 
Times, “At least four Seattle-area police departments 
changed their surveillance programs this week after 
learning U.S. Border Patrol had searched their Flock 
Safety databases this year.”

The Foundation made this investment to advance human 
rights and to empower current and future human rights 
leaders. Under the leadership of Professor Angelina 
Godoy, the Helen H. Jackson Chair in Human Rights, 
UWCHR has been developing a new generation of 
leaders to research, advocate, and transform the human 
rights arena. We are proud to support this cutting-edge 
approach to human rights research and action. 

Foundation Invests in Future 
Human Rights Leaders
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Leaning into values-based leadership

RECENT EVENTS

Welcome to our new Treasurer

At the Foundation, we focus on values-based leadership, but it 
might not be immediately clear what that means. We recently 
made a short video that highlights this fundamental part of 
the Jackson Foundation. Take a look!

We are thrilled to have Annie Thompson 
become the Foundation Board’s Treasurer. 
Annie joined the Board in 2023 and 
has served on the Finance and Audit 
Committees. As Treasurer, she now chairs 
those committees and helps us steward our 
resources, bringing her financial acumen  
as a CFO, as well as her collaborative nature 
to the role.

We are so appreciative of David Rostov, who 
joined the Board in 2009 and served expertly 
as the Treasurer in the aftermath of the 
financial crisis up through this fall. We are  
also grateful that David encouraged Annie 
to join the Board and ensured a smooth 
transition for this officer position.

Thank you both for your service!  

Jackson Fellows at the UW Evans School celebration: 
Hunter Henderson, Sarah Reyneveld, Stasha Espinosa, Katy 
Newhouse, Rathi Sudhakara, and Joe Nguyen

Elka Peterson Horner, Becka Johnson, and Keelcy 
Perez Woolley at the Jackson Fellows Reception Fellows organized a Civic Happy Hour in  

West Seattle

Fellow Hans Zeiger, Executive Director Katy Terry, and Board 
President and Fellow Kiana Scott attended the PACE Member 
Meeting in Washington, D.C.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-1JnHfeNAo
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Winter 2025 Fellows on the Move
Justin Eckstein, together with several 
colleagues, received the inaugural 
Rhetoric and Communication 
Theory Fellowship Award for their 
work developing an accessible form of 
curricular debate.

Shin Yu Pai received a 2025 Signal 
Award in the Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion category for her Ten 
Thousand Things podcast, and a 2025 
Humanities Washington Award from 
Humanities Washington.

Jacob Thorpe recently became the  
Policy and Government Relations  
Director at the King County Department 
of Local Services.

Chirag Vedullapalli had an opinion piece 
published in The Seattle Times about 
precinct committee officers, stemming 
from his Jackson Fellows Project.

Douglas Wagoner joined the Board 
of Pioneer Human Services, which 
empowers justice-involved individuals 
to overcome adversity and reach their 
full potential through reentry, housing, 
treatment, and employment services.

Alexis Mercedes Rinck was reelected 
to Seattle City Council Position 8.
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The Jackson Foundation Newsletter is a 
publication of the Henry M. Jackson Foundation.

Support the Jackson Foundation:  
Help extend the Jackson legacy through a donation 
today. The Foundation is a tax-exempt organization 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code to which tax deductible contributions may be 
made under Section 170 of the code.
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Jamie Stroble, Keiko Budech, Alexis 
Mercedes Rinck, and Keelcy Perez Woolley

Jonathan Chen and Chirag Vedullapalli
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