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We Impact People — Who Impact the World

Foundation Makes Major
Donation to Freedom House

Z Freedom
House

The Jackson Foundation is pleased to announce it
is making a gift of $250,000 to the human rights
organization, Freedom House. Freedom House was
founded in 1941 by a group of concerned citizens
led by Eleanor Roosevelt, a Democrat, and Wendell
Willkie, a Republican, who believed that America’s
survival as a free and democratic nation depended
on our triumph over the rising tide of totalitarianism.
Since then, Freedom House has championed the
advancement of freedom globally and in the United
States. It is notable for its nonpartisan commitment
to democracy, rigorous analysis, and programmatic
approaches to addressing the evolving challenges to
global freedom.

This gift will allow Freedom House to focus on priority
initiatives, including informing policymakers, support-
ing human rights defenders, and mobilizing action in
defense of freedom.

“The work Freedom House has been doing for
decades to defend human rights, security, and
prosperity at home and abroad is needed now more

than ever,” said Executive Director Katy Terry. “At

a time when liberties are coming under increased
threat, we are proud to stand with Freedom House and
their principled and effective efforts to realize a vision
of a world where all are free.”

“The rise of authoritarian threats around the world
requires a united front in the fight for freedom,” said
Gerardo Berthin and Annie Boyajian, presidents of
Freedom House. “Throughout its history, the Henry
M. Jackson Foundation has supported organizations
that strengthen democratic institutions and cultivate
informed civic leadership. This new strategic
support for Freedom House will allow us to continue
monitoring global threats to freedom, providing
direct support to frontline human rights defenders,
and advocating for lasting solutions. We are beyond
grateful for their support.”

In Freedom House, we see a fiercely determined
organization relying on its bipartisan roots to promote
democracy, counter authoritarianism, and champion
human rights — which are inextricably connected. The
democratic principles they are fighting for underpin
all of the Foundation’s work. And through this gift,

we want to emphasize that organizations like this are
worth preserving.

Freedom House’s critical work across 140 countries
was impacted by the freeze in US foreign aid. We hope
our gift will inspire other donors to join us and lean

in at this critical time. To learn more, please contact
Meto Koloski, director of development, at Koloski@
FreedomHouse.org. m
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In early June, the 2025 Jackson Fellows cohort
traveled to Washington, D.C., together with Jackson
Foundation Board member Annie Thompson, Katy
Terry, and Carol Vipperman.

We met with a number of Jackson partners and
government leaders who specialize in climate issues,
human rights, and public service. Some highlights this
year included meeting with members of the NEPA
team (National Environmental Policy Act), a signature
legislative effort by Senator Jackson, and with Jill
Dougherty, an American journalist and academic,
who is an expert on Russia and the author of My
Russia: What 1 Saw Inside the Kremlin.

2025 Jackson
Leadership Fellows:
Hunter Henderson,
Katelyn Kean,
Margot Spindola,
Rachel Aronson,
Mariska Kecskes,
Chirag Vedullapalli,
Emma Biscocho Pelletier,
Kelly Lovett,

Katy Newhouse.

In addition, the trip provides access to elected leaders
from Washington state. The Fellows had individual
meetings with Senator Patty Murray and Senator Maria
Cantwell, as well as with several Representatives from
Washington state.

The Fellows commented on each speaker’s
commitment, passion, and deep knowledge. The
discussions made a significant impact on the Fellows,
particularly with groups experiencing the effects of
federal funding cuts. The Fellows returned from the
trip eager to put their learnings into action,

and their positive feedback is a testament to the
program’s impact.

Fellows Celebrate 10 Years!

The Jackson Leadership Fellows Program reached a
milestone: 10 years! On June 12th, we celebrated with
95 people, including Fellows, Board Members, and
Jackson Legacy Council Members in Seattle.

We also created a video to illustrate the program's
impact. We invite you to take a look.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EIId9-pdcNE
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Fellows on the Move

Kelsey Knowles recently joined
Hubbell, a public affairs firm, as

their new Vice President of Energy +
Development, where she will work with
renewable energy, utility, and energy
infrastructure clients

Shin Yu Pai was awarded an individual
artist grant from 4Culture for her work
in narrative non-fiction and audio
storytelling.

Priya Saxena now serves as the
Director of Strategic Initiatives at
Tacoma Housing Authority. In May,
they also taught a class through
University of Washington - Tacoma
about public policy, communications,
and community engagement, where a
number of Fellows spoke as panelists.

Radha Friedman is leading the
Advancing Girls Fund, a new
collaborative fund to invest in the next
generation of women of color leaders.
Housed at the Tides Foundation, it
provides multi-year, unrestricted grants
to adolescent girls.

Penny Lipsou joined Sound Transit as
Director of Strategic Initiatives, supporting
the CEO and Board of Directors on key
priorities and partnerships.

Lacie West-Wilder recently became the
Chief Strategy and Operations Officer
at Washington STEM - a statewide
education nonprofit.

JAC KSQN Tackling tough problems.
FOU ndatIOI‘I Fostering effective leadership.
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