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Conversation among Change Makers

Monica Guzmadn is a bridge builder, journalist, and author who lives for great
conversations sparked by curious questions. She’s Senior Fellow for Public Practice
at Braver Angels and author of The New York Times recommended read | Never
Thought of it That Way: How to Have Fearlessly Curious Conversations in Danger-
ously Divided Times. A Mexican immigrant, Latina, and dual US/Mexico citizen, she
lives in Seattle with her husband and two kids and is the proud liberal daughter of
conservative parents.

Michael Brown is the Chief Architect of Civic Commons, an initiative of the Seattle
Foundation. Civic Commons serves the region by providing the tools to lead the
development and practice of civic engagement, shared responsibility, and aligned
efforts capable of making change and driving improved outcomes.

Sue Lani Madsen, an architect and rancher, lives in Edwall, where she writes a
column for the Spokane Spokesman-Review. She also volunteers with Braver Angels
in its Central/Eastern Washington Alliance and serves as one of its State
Coordinators.

Nate Nehring serves on the Snohomish County Council as the District 1
representative, which includes Marysville, Arlington, Stanwood, Granite Falls,
Darrington, the Stillaguamish Tribe, the Sauk-Suiattle Tribe, and unincorporated
North Snohomish County.

Chris Reykdal was first elected in 2017; he is currently serving in his second term as
Washington’s 16th State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Betsy Wilkerson serves as Spokane City Council Member, District 2. A long-time
small business owner and community servant, she also serves as President of the
Association of Washington Cities.
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