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Empowering Snohomish County Youth
GRANTEE PROFILE:

Jackson Foundation Opportunity Grants – which are small 
grants of up to $5,000 – provide organizations with targeted 
funding that aligns with our strategic plan goals. We focus 
a portion of these grants on efforts in Snohomish County, 
Washington, to further the Foundation’s priorities and to honor 
Senator Jackson’s hometown ties to Everett, Washington. 

For the past several years, one of our Snohomish County part-
ners has been Darrington-based Glacier Peak Institute (GPI). 
This outdoor leadership organization helps to connect rural 
youth with the environment through outdoor adventures, 
hands-on projects, and cultural exchanges. GPI offers immer-
sive outdoor STrEaMs (Science, Technology, recreation, 
Engineering, art, Mathematics, and skill building) program-
ming and excursions aimed at empowering at-risk youth to 
build resilient and sustainable rural communities. 

The organization came about as a result of the devastating 
2014 Oso Slide. After the disaster, a community of volunteers 
and educators came together to invest in Darrington’s youth, 
forests, and recreation programs. This group launched the 
Darrington Youth Outdoor STEM Pilot Project, which even-
tually became GPI.

In addition to the STrEaMs curriculum, GPI’s staff center 
the development and leadership potential of the youth in 

their programs. Through this, GPI promotes  Jackson 
Leadership Values such as inquisitiveness and diligence.

In recent years, GPI has expanded its programming 
across Western Washington as a way to engage youth 
with the outdoors and break down barriers between 
communities. The organization also connected with 
other NGO’s in the area, including Everett-based 
Project Girl Mentoring Program, another Jackson 
Foundation partner, in order to highlight the positives 
between urban and rural environments. 

According to Executive Director Oak Rankin, “Last 
year with Jackson Foundation support, GPI ran over 
475 programs – all free to participants – and offered 
around 150 days of youth work opportunities. This 
programming occurs mostly in the poorest school 
districts in Snohomish and Skagit County where the 

median household income is less than $40,000 (less than 1/2 
the county median household income). Participants hiked, 
canoed, rafted, birdwatched, fished, foraged, made nature 
art, mountain biked, and more, for their first time.” 

We are proud to contribute to the development of future 
environmental leaders through this partnership with Glacier 
Peak Institute!

Lake Whatcom: Participants set off on a summertime Introduction to 
Canoeing trip, with many paddling for their first time

Students learning about the marine ecosystem in Puget Sound’s 
Padilla Bay
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https://www.glacierpeakinstitute.org/
https://hmjackson.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Nature-of-Leadership-2023.pdf
https://hmjackson.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Nature-of-Leadership-2023.pdf
https://www.project-girl.com/


 www.hmjackson.org         twitter.com/Jackson_Fdn          facebook.com/HenryMJacksonFoundation

The Jackson Foundation Newsletter is a 
publication of the Henry M. Jackson Foundation.

Support the Jackson Foundation:  
Help extend the Jackson legacy through a donation 
today. The Foundation is a tax-exempt organization 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code to which tax deductible contributions may be 
made under Section 170 of the code.
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Fellows on  
the move

2024 Leadership Fellows! 

Lylianna Allala was named in 
Grist’s annual watch list of climate 
and justice leaders, Grist 50 2023: 
Meet 50 people moving us toward 
a greener, more just future. “She’s 
bringing together people, policy, and 
nature,” according to the article.

Port of Seattle Commission 
President Sam Cho has been 
appointed by Secretary of 
Transportation Pete Buttigieg to the 
department’s Advisory Committee 
on Human Trafficking. Cho also 
recently began serving as Seattle 
Mayor Bruce Harrell’s Director of 
Strategic Initiatives. 

Radha Friedman’s new book, 
Fundraising Without Burnout: 
Radically Reimagining  
Philanthropy to Transform Your 
Impact, was just released.   

Shin Yu Pai’s podcast Ten Thousand 
Things with KUOW Public Radio 
was awarded two Golden Crane 
podcast awards from the Asian 
American Podcasters Association. 

Introducing our Jackson 
Leadership Program 
2024 cohort (left). This 
impressive group represents 
a variety of sectors: 
nonprofit, regional and 
state government, and 
business. Please take a 
moment to read about 
these amazing leaders.

Senator Patty Murray's (D-WA) office shared this photo of her meeting with the 2021 
Jackson Leadership Fellows on social media, saying "Meeting with their cohorts is 
always inspiring — and makes me hopeful for the future of our state!"

The Fellows recently traveled to Washington, D.C. as the belated conclusion of their 
fellowship program.
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https://hmjackson.org/
https://twitter.com/Jackson_Fdn
https://www.facebook.com/HenryMJacksonFoundation
https://grist.org/fix/grist-50/2023/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=linktree&utm_campaign=grist+50+2023%3A+meet+50+people+moving+us+toward+a+greener%2C+more+just+future#policy
https://grist.org/fix/grist-50/2023/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=linktree&utm_campaign=grist+50+2023%3A+meet+50+people+moving+us+toward+a+greener%2C+more+just+future#policy
https://grist.org/fix/grist-50/2023/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=linktree&utm_campaign=grist+50+2023%3A+meet+50+people+moving+us+toward+a+greener%2C+more+just+future#policy
https://www.portseattle.org/news/commission-president-sam-cho-appointed-to-us-advisory-committee-human-trafficking
https://www.portseattle.org/news/commission-president-sam-cho-appointed-to-us-advisory-committee-human-trafficking
https://www.portseattle.org/news/commission-president-sam-cho-appointed-to-us-advisory-committee-human-trafficking
https://radhafriedman.org/fundraisingwithoutburnout/book
https://radhafriedman.org/fundraisingwithoutburnout/book
https://radhafriedman.org/fundraisingwithoutburnout/book
https://radhafriedman.org/fundraisingwithoutburnout/book
https://hmjackson.org/leadership-fellows/2023-leadership-fellows/
https://hmjackson.org/leadership-fellows/2023-leadership-fellows/

