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THE HENRY M. JACKSON FOUNDATION HAS

ESTABLISHED THE HELEN H. JACKSON

ENDOWED CHAIR IN HUMAN RIGHTS AT

THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON WITH A

$1 MILLION GIFT. IT IS A FITTING TRIBUTE

FOR HELEN JACKSON’S EXTRAORDINARY

CONTRIBUTIONS AS A LIFELONG HUMAN

RIGHTS ADVOCATE AND STRONG SUPPORT-

ER OF THE HENRY M. JACKSON SCHOOL OF

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES.



Committed to Protecting 
Fundamental Human Rights
Senator Henry M. “Scoop” Jackson served in
the U.S. Congress for more than four decades,
gaining prominence nationally and interna-
tionally for his knowledge of foreign affairs
and his mastery of the public policy process. A
dedicated public servant, he was known for
relying on the lessons of history and using the
expertise of academics to inform complex
issues and shape public policy. His wife, Helen
H. Jackson, was a partner in his endeavors,
particularly in the human rights area.

The Jacksons shared an abiding belief
in democratic values and championed the
development of international law and policies
to protect fundamental human rights. While
Senator Jackson authored the historic
Jackson-Vanik Amendment to ensure free
emigration from the Soviet Union, Helen
helped form and co-chaired a group known as
the Congressional Wives for Soviet Jewry in
the 1970s.

Helen  and Senator Jackson in their
Washington, D.C., home.

Natan Sharansky and Helen in Israel 
unveiling a memorial to Senator Jackson.



Helen Jackson Dedicates Herself to 
Human Rights and Public Service
After Senator Jackson’s death in 1983, Helen
dedicated herself to carrying forward her late
husband’s human rights legacy. She worked
tirelessly on many campaigns to bring to light
the oppression of Jews and other minorities in
the former Soviet Union. She came to know
and helped bring the plight of many Soviet
citizens to the attention of millions of
Americans. Under her leadership, human
rights became one of the Jackson Foundation’s
key areas of concentration.

Helen’s lifelong commitment to public
service began at home in her Everett, Wash-
ington, community where over the years she
has served on the boards of countless civic
organizations, with a particular emphasis on
women’s issues and activities that benefit chil-
dren in need. She is beloved among her
Everett neighbors and well-known throughout
the area for her generous nature and willing-
ness to help, no matter how small the cause.

Helen with members of the Everett
chapter of the American Legion.

Helen speaks at a New York rally on
Solidarity Sunday for Soviet Jewry.



The Henry M. Jackson School of 
International Studies
Senator Jackson believed that knowledge of a
country’s history, culture, and language was an
essential part of effective foreign policymak-
ing. He helped articulate a vision for the
important role the School’s faculty could play
informing policy decisions and educating
future leaders. Following his untimely death in
1983, the School was renamed to honor the
Senator’s extraordinary career in foreign
affairs.

With Helen Jackson as its chairman,
the Henry M. Jackson Foundation has sup-
ported the School over the past 25 years as it
has grown and become a national leader in
policy research and education. Today the
School has a respected faculty of more than
100 and an interdisciplinary approach. It is
widely known for its centers of expertise in
specific regions of the world. Each year, the
School sponsors dozens of conferences, collo-
quia, and seminars.

The Foundation’s generous
gift will enable us to enhance
our human rights activities
and develop our policy inter-
ests in an area of increasing
global significance. We expect
the program to serve as a cat-
alyst for us to offer a doctoral
program in human rights. We
salute Helen Jackson for her
contributions.”

Anand Yang, Stanley D. Golub
Chair and director
The Henry M. Jackson School
of International Studies
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The Helen Jackson Human
Rights Program Fund
The Foundation invites
those who want to honor
Helen and support pro-
grams and opportunities
for students interested
in human rights to
contribute to the
Helen Jackson Human
Rights Program Fund.
The Foundation will
match individual gifts of up
to $1,000 until December
31, 2008.* Managed by the
Foundation, the fund will be
used to provide programs, fel-
lowships, conferences, lectures
and other initiatives undertaken
by the scholar who is chosen to fill
this new chair. Donations to this
fund may be made directly to the
Henry M. Jackson Foundation.

* The Foundation has made a maximum of
$100,000 available for this purpose.

 



1501 4th Avenue, Suite 1580 
Seattle, WA 98101-3225

Telephone: 206.682.8565
Facsimile: 206.682.8961
E-mail: foundation@hmjackson.org
Website: www.hmjackson.org

The Henry M. Jackson School of International
Studies at the University of Washington.


